Dockenhuden8 from Paris, but soon left for her fifth journey to Holland.9 The family must have moved into Hamburg itself in the course of the year. Hugo, some of the children, and later also Maria lived in the house of Leonard van Sorgen, a copper merchant with contacts in Sweden. After Van Sorgen died on 12 August 1633, Grotius apparently remained in the house of his widow, before moving to the house of Assuerus Matthisius, or in Dutch Sweer Matthijsen, one of several kindred spirits who were ready to offer him shelter. Matthijsen had served as a Remonstrant preacher in The Hague from 1631 to 1632, before moving to Hamburg, where he married Agneta van de Wouwere, a wealthy widow.10
Grotius' years in Hamburg have been characterized as the low point in his career, because he published so little in this period. It is hard to say whether the inference is justified, since it says nothing about his intellectual activity in his study. In any case, he was unable to work on his annotations on the New Testament, because he did not have the manuscript and the books he needed in Hamburg.11 He did make a Latin translation of Euripides' Iphigeneia in Tauris, which has not survived,12 and also wrote Sophompaneas, his third biblical drama, which will be discussed below. But these literary activities were merely incidental. His top priority had to be to look for suitable employment. This probably explains why Grotius chose Hamburg. He considered that his best chance of finding an honourable position was to apply to, or allow himself to be approached by, agents of the Protestant powers of the North. He thought of Denmark, Poland or Sweden, and even had a personal audience with King Christian IV of Denmark at nearby Glückstadt in 1633, probably in June.13 His movements are not easy to trace accurately, for in a letter of 2 January 1638 he 
